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700 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

" Whereas, Tan-Tin-Siang, already degraded from the office of Governor-General 
of Chih-Li, has been found not guilty of cowardice and desertion, but in that his 
operations were without plan or resource, his offense is not the less without excuse. 
Let him be banished to the frontier [confines of Siberia], there to redeem his guilt 
by his exertions." 

The author has chosen for the representative battles of our civil war the 
engagement of the Monitor and Merrimac, battles of Gettysburg and of Five 
Points, and Lee's surrender. Sedan, Khiva, and Plevna, in the decade of 1870, 
are followed by the history of the Russian overthrow of the Tekke Turcomans in 
their fortified town of Geog Tepe, and the end of their barbarous alamans on the 
defenseless Persians. 

Each of the twenty-five battles is so amply illustrated by maps, sketches of 
fortifications, and battle plans, that the lover of military tactics will find the book 
an interesting study. 

VI. 

A SOCIALISTIC ROMANCE. 

In " Marzio's Crucifix" * one hardly knows which most to admire, the creative 
talent which finds expression in the delineation of characters so true to life as the 
artist chisseler Marzio and his family, or the dramatic genius which glows in 
every page of the book. Marzio is a socialist at heart though an inimitable 
worker in silver, and a true artist. He is thoroughly imbued with anarchical prin- 
ciples, though he has made a fortune out of the Church which he would willingly 
annihilate. Moreover, he is a domestic tryant, and remains so till the close of the 
story ; but this feature of the man is brought out mainly through the manner in 
which he finds his purposes crossed and thwarted through the influence of a 
brother, a priest, who is the means of bringing him a succession of lucrative 
orders, but, of course, discountenances his revolutionary principles. A wife and 
daughter, and a young man in love with the latter, constitute the principal per- 
sonages, and the plot of the story extends over less than two days. It will be 
hard for any one to begin this book without finishing it at a sitting. The ways of 
a middle class Roman household are drawn to the life. The scene is constantly 
shifting, and the reader is kept on the qui^eive for some denouement or other which 
never happens. The mere plan of the story is slight, but it is woven together 
with consummate art. As it touches frequently upon socialistic questions it has an 
interest aside from its effect as a mere story, and we cannot forbear making one 
quotation from a conversation between the priest and his friend the Cardinal, in 
which the Cardinal thus expresses himself— prophetically as many may think : 
" Your brother represents an idea, which is a subversion of all social principle. 
It is an idea which must spread because there is an enormous number of depraved 
men in the world who have a very great interest in the destruction of law. The 
watchword of that party will always be 'there is no God,' because God is order 
and they desire disorder. They will, it is true, always be a minority because the 
greater part of mankind are determined that order shall not be destroyed. But 
those fellows will fight to the death, because they know that in that battle there 
will be no quarter for the vanquished. It will be a mighty struggle, and will last 
long, but it will be decisive, and will perhaps never be revived when it is once 
over. Men will kill each other wherever they meet, during months and years, 
before the end comes, for all men who say that there is a God in Heaven will be 
upon the one side, and all those who say there is no God will be upon the other." 

* " Marzio's Crucifix." By I". Marion Crawford. Macmillan & Co. 
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" May we not be alive to see anything so dreadful ! " exclaimed Don Paolo 
devoutly. 

" No, you and I shall not see it. But those little children who are playing 
with chestnuts down there in the court — they will see it. The world is uneasy 
and dreads the very name of war, lest war should become universal if it once 
breaks out. Tell your brother that." 

VII. 

AN OCTOGENARIAN WOOER. 

In " Bledisloe"* there is the impress of strong native talent dealing with a well 
worn subject in somewhat 'prentice fashion. A sporting English country rector 
overhead iu debt sees a way out of trouble by marrying off his oldest daughter to 
an octogenarian nabob. A young man of mixed aristocratic and plebeian 
descent, and with some objectionable family antecedents, but noble in bearing and 
in purpose, has awakened a glimmer of love in the lady's breast, and naturally 
feels decidedly blue at the prospect of the marriage. The young lady believes it 
to be her duty to go to martyrdom for the sake of her father, whose debts theaged 
Croesus is to assume immediately after the marriage ceremony. Around this cen- 
tral romance the author weaves a readable little story, designed to bring out some 
of the special features of country life in England. The scene is laid on the banks 
of the Severn, near Gloucester. A peculiarity of the incoming tide as it meets the 
swift downward current of the river at that part of its course is a rapid and turbu- 
lent rising of the level of the water, advantage of which is taken by vessels desiring 
to get in or out of the port of Gloucester. This peculiarity is designated " The Bore," • 
and plays an interesting part in the story. Two young American ladies appear 
at Bledisloe as inheritors of an ancient estate of moderate value, and are drawn 
into the plot as spectators. The reader looks into the pictures of English life with 
the eyes of these fair damsels, and the impressions likely to be produced under such 
circumstances are, we think, fairly described. We find the customary bevy of 
healthful English girls, and of young men who can ride across country, but one of 
the American girls astonishes them all by her skill and daring on horseback, while 
she also captures the heart of a crusty woman-hating bachelor cousin who " hates 
Americans." 

A great deal of the book is taken up with minor incidents and description, and 
must be voted commonplace, but there are indications of power in the sketches of 
the principal characters, particularly that of the aristocratic, selfish, easy going 
rector, and the ancient party who aspires to carry off the fair prize. The two men 
most interested meet, and the younger one begins to speak his mind, but the old 
gentleman is his match at an argument. " A man who has lived his life" began 
Irwine, " can afford to be indulgent to such an appeal as I now have to make 



" Nay ! that argument will not stand," smiled Sir Ralph. " Life is never lived 
until the final hour is come. Life grows dearer as its sands run out; because I am 
fourscore years I cannot afford to spare a single hour of happiness to you who own 
youth, genius, and success, with a physique the very gods might envy." 

The author does not indiscriminately denounce disparity of age in wedlock. 
' ' The man of sixty, whose clean soul has lived in God's sight with child-like desire 
to grow near to heaven, is a younger, fitter companion for a maiden than a blase' 
youth of twenty." Unfortunately our octogenarian had drifted far beyond sixty, 

* " Bledisloe; or, Aunt Pen's American Nieces." An international story. By Ada M. Trot- 
ter. Cupples & Hurd. 
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